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Becoming A Near Zero Waste Community

Town Council signed a Near Zero Waste Resolution 

in the spring of 2015

Solid Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC) has looked 

how we can move toward this

uSWAC actions to support preventing waste

uPay as you throw trash service

uRepair Cafe

uFood Too Good To Waste residential challenge

uLow waste event guidance

uSingle-use plastics?



Roadside Litter Pickup on April 7, 

2018



The Effect of Single -Use Plastics

u It is a small slice of the total solid waste stream

u But with some astounding downstream consequences

u How can we act on this?



Plastic bags need 500 to 1000 years to break 

down and they never fully biodegrade

Plastics Are Polluting Our oceans



5 Plastic Ocean Gyres 



Weak Recycling Markets 

u Recycling markets fluctuate

u Right now markets have become weak

u What this means is that the materials collected for 

recycling need to be cleaner

u The recycling facility may start charging for plastic 

bags mixed with recycling



Willimantic Waste Paper shuts down their recycle facility four 

hours each day to remove entangled plastic bags. 

Workers  removing   plastic  bags from recycling machinery.                   

Photo courtesy  of Klicker and Waste Connections



Target Single-Use Checkout Bags

u Last year SWAC began examining the issues 

associated with plastic bags again

u Had looked at this in 2008 

u Timing is right

u Growing momentum

u There is an easy solution



Communities with Bag Bans

u 80 towns in Massachusetts, including Boston

u State of California

u 12 in Rhode Island

u 2 in Connecticut, with Greenwich just recently passing 

a ban



8.6 Million Plastic Bags per Year in 

Mansfield

u 102 billion plastic bags/year in 
U.S.A. 

u315 million residents in United 
States ð2010 census

uAlmost 1 bag/person/day

u26,543 population in Mansfield ð
2010 census



Bag in wetlands ðMansfield 

Center
South Eagleville Rd

Bag in brambles ðMaple 

Rd

Bag in tree ðMaple 

Rd

Trailhead Mansfield Hollow

Bag by pond - Maple Rd


